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Background

« Kani tribal people live in the district of Kerala
In south India (population estimated to be
18,000)

 Three members of the tribe divulged the
knowledge on use of plant arogyapaacha for
vitality and energy to an Indian research team
In 1987



Value addition to local Kani tribal
knowledge

Scientists at the Tropical Botanic Garden and
Research Institute (TGRI), the largest
botanical garden in Asia,

 |Ssolated active compounds

* developed jeevani drug, a restorative,
Immuno-enhancing, anti-stress and anti-
fatigue agent, based on leaves of the plant
arogyapaacha



Intellectual Property Rights

Patent applications filed by TGRI in 1996 In India:
— process for manufacture of a herbal sport medicine

— Process of preparation of novel immunoenhancing ant
fatigue, anti-stress and hepato-protective heba dru

— Process for preparation of a glycolipid fractioonfr
trichopus zelyanicus possessing adpatongenic activity

(before Indian Patent Act changed in 1999)



Intellectual Property Rights

Licensing and exercise of IPR

— Exclusive license in 1995 to Arya Vaidya
Pharmacy Ltd. for seven years, license fee
Rupees Ten lakhs and 2% royalty on future
drug sales

— First payment (lump sum and royalties)
deposited in account of trust in 1999



Benefit-sharing

Establishment of the “Kerala Kani Samudaya Kshema
Trust”
Nine trust members (all from Kani tribals)

Objectives: welfare and development activities for
Kanis in Kerala, preparation of a biodiversity
register to document knowledge base of the Kanis,
evolving and supporting methods to promote
sustainable use and conservation of biological

resources



|ssues

Role/Rights of informants — communities

Role of Plathis (healers) not recognized by bersféaring
arrangements

Degree of involvement of various tribal settlements
Role of IPR in benefit-sharing frameworks

IP rights not sought by local tribals/informantg neentioned
as co-inventors

Non-material contribution of benefits notable, bauld have
been increased

Forest department did not allow cultivation andeszilon of
plant



Thank you for your attention!
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